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How to Explore the Festival
We're Going Global at this years' Festival. To help you navigate our world of 
awesome events we've separated this programme into four sections:

<E>Science for Families</E>

<ES>[p.6–29]</ES>

<P>From hands-on workshops to 
explosive science shows, we have 

everything you need for the perfect 
family day out this Easter.

<E>Science for Adults
 [p.31–46]</

<P>Join us as we explore the 
cutting-edge of science! Hear from 

experts as they share the latest 
discoveries, technology and research 

shaping the world that we live in.

<E>Science Nights Out
[p.47–49]</

<P>Enjoy science in a relaxed enviroment 
with our adults-only Science Nights Out. 
Grab some friends and enjoy private art 
viewings and Planetarium screenings.

<E>Science and Art
[p.50–53]</E>

<P>Explore science through exhibitions 
that combine breathtaking 

photography, thought-provoking 
artwork and cutting-edge research.
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How to Book
Online
sciencefestival.co.uk
If you experience any issues while attempting to 
make an online booking, please email the Box 
Office at boxoffice@scifest.co.uk

Phone
0131 553 0320
Thu 12 Feb – Fri 4 Apr
9.30am–1pm
2pm–4.30pm
(Mon–Fri)
Sat 4–Sun 19 April
9.30am–5.30pm (Mon–Sat)
10am–5pm (Sun)

In Person
During the Festival, you can visit our Box Office 
counter at the National Museum of Scotland.

Ticketing Information
Groups
We welcome groups and discounts may be 
available depending on the event and the size of 
the party. Please call the Box Office on 
0131 553 0320 to discuss your needs.

Concessions
Unless otherwise stated, concessions are 
available to pensioners, the unemployed and 
disabled persons, with a complimentary ticket 
available for personal assistants, which can be 
booked through our Box Office.

Refunds
All Science Festival tickets are non-refundable, 
except in the event of a cancellation.

Transaction Fee
Festival  bookings are subject to a once 
per-order £1.50 transaction fee. Prices listed in 
this brochure include this fee. Free events are 
exempt from this charge.

Support Edinburgh Science
Please consider adding a donation to your 
purchase and help us deliver science related 
activities to community groups and schools 
around Scotland.

Edinburgh Science Foundation – Registered Charity 

No. SC003790

Accessibility at the Festival
Venue Facilities
On each venue page you'll find the following symbols 
which indicate the facilities available:

Wheelchair access throughout
Sensory Backpacks
Ear defenders
Elevator
Ramp access
Accessible toilet
Changing places toilet
Lowered counters
Hearing loop
Exhibition transcripts
Assistant dogs welcome
Low lighting
Cafe
Packed lunch area
Water available
Cloakroom
Baby changing
Parking
Mobility scooters and wheelchairs  
available to book in advance

Find full venue details, including addresses, at 
sciencefestival.co.uk/venues.

If you have specific access requirements, need 
to book a wheelchair space or require a personal 
assistant ticket, please call our Box Office on  
0131 553 0320 or email boxoffice@scifest.co.uk

For information about accessibility provisions 
across the Festival, visit 
sciencefestival.co.uk/accessibility

 BSL Interpreted

P.
38  Hamza Yassin's Adventures in Nature 

SUN 12 APR | 3PM  | USHER HALL

P.
51  BSL Tour: Herbology 

SUN 19 APR | 2PM | ROYAL BOTANIC GARDEN EDINBURGH

 AI Captioning
To increase the accessibility of our events, we're 
introducing AI captioning to a number of our talks 
and discussions.
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Science Festival Favourites
MON 13Ȋ²»mǢ19 APR

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND, 

CHAMBERS STREET, EDINBURGH, EH1 1JF

This year we’re excited to bring some of your 
favourite workshops and shows to the National 
Museum of Scotland. Due to considerable 
repairs required to the lift in the City Art 
Centre, we’re unable to run our family hub as in 
previous years, but families can enjoy a day of 
hands-on science fun with our Science Festival 
Favourites programme.

Kids can play the role of scientist as they Dig 
Up a Dinosaur, solve a crime in CSI: Crime 
Scene Investigation or make slime to take 
home in Splat-tastic . The whole family can enjoy 
Mini-Medics: The Body Show and The Rocket 
Show, and explore our free Tech Decoded 
drop-in activities.

supported by

Cirrus Logic
Cirrus Logic is proud to support the Edinburgh 
Science Festival as it provides hands-on 
opportunities to explore how science, 
technology, and creativity can shape the future 
for all. cirrus.com

Edina Trust
The Edina Trust aims to improve primary school 
science education for children around the UK 
and is delighted to support the high-quality, 
inspirational learning opportunities that 
Edinburgh Science Festival delivers.

ONLINE BOOKING: sciencefestival.co.uk  BOOKING HOTLINE: 0131 553 0320  
*Listed price includes a once per-order £1.50 transaction fee
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<E>Splat-tastic</E>

<D> ACTIVITY</D> | <Y> AGES 5+</Y>

<V> NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND</V>

<S>LEARNING CENTRE LEVEL 4, STUDIO 1</S>

<T>MON 13Ȋ²»mǢ19 APR | 10.15AM, 11.15AM, 
12.15PM, 2.15PM & 3.15PM | 45 MINS</T>

<£>£9.50*</£>

Get your goo on! Be creative 
with chemistry and design 
your own smelly slime to take 
home. Test its thickness and 
stickiness under the extreme 
conditions of our ‘Splat-o-
meter’.

<W>Presented by Edinburgh Science </W>

<E>CSI: Crime Scene 
Investigation</E>

<D> ACTIVITY</D> | <Y> AGES 8+</Y>

<V> NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND</V>

<S>LEARNING CENTRE LEVEL 4, STUDIO 2 </S>

<T>MON 13Ȋ²»mǢ19 APR | 10.15AM, 11.15AM, 
12.15PM, 2.15PM & 3.15PM | 45 MINS</T>

<£><£>£9.50*</£><A></A></£> </£><A></A>

A crime has been committed; 
can you help us solve it? 
Become a forensic scientist, 
study the crime scene and find 
the evidence. Can you solve 
the mystery and help us catch 
the criminal?

<W>Presented by Edinburgh Science </W>

<E>Dig Up a Dinosaur</E>

<D> ACTIVITY</D> | <Y> AGES 5+</Y>

<V> NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND</V>

<S>LEARNING CENTRE LEVEL 2, 
EVENT SPACE </S>

<T>MON 13Ȋ²»mǢ19 APR | 10.15AM, 11.15AM, 
12.15PM, 2.15PM & 3.15PM | 45 MINS</T>

<£>£9.50*</£> </£>

Ready to uncover dinosaur 
remains in our dig site? 
Millions of years ago, dinosaurs 
ruled the Earth – millions of 
years later, it’s time to find out 
all about them!

<W>Presented by Edinburgh Science </W>

<W> Access to the bookable workshops are for children only. Accompanying adults must be present outside the workshop for the 

duration. There will be limited viewing for parents and careers. </W>
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<ES>Hands-on Exploration</ES>

Visitors can experiment with 
some of the instruments which 
inspired the research behind 
the art installation, make your 
own versions to take home, 
and play with the science of 
light. Younger visitors can use 
art to tell their own science 
stories, exploring how light 
works, and the power of story in 
sharing information.

The National Museum of 
Scotland team will be hosting 
family experiences throughout 
the Festival – visit nms.ac.uk for 
up-to-date details on activities.

ONLINE BOOKING: sciencefestival.co.uk  BOOKING HOTLINE: 0131 553 0320  
*Listed price includes a once per-order £1.50 transaction fee 11
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Tackling Food 
Security: One Potato 
at a Time

<D> ACTIVITY</D> | <Y> ALL AGES</Y>

<V> NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND</V>

<S><S>HAWTHORNDEN COURT</S>

<T>WED 8 APR | 10 lȊ5PM |Ǣ<®s«ȉXm</T>

<£>FREE </£>

Potatoes are good for more 
than just chips – they could 
hold the key to food security 
around the world! Explore the 
various varieties and attributes 
potatoes can have, and how 
these are important for growers 
and markets around the world. 
Learn how new varieties are 
created, and the important 
role this vital research plays 
in world health. From tackling 
challenges such as climate 
change to disease, see how 
advancements in technology 
and research are helping 
support everyone’s favourite 
carbohydrate!
Presented and supported by

Giants in the 
Kitchen: Big 
Science, Up Close

<D>SHOW</D> | <Y> AGES 7+</Y>

<V> NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND</V>

<S> AUDITORIUM</S>

<T>WED 8 APR | 2PM | 1 HOUR </T>

<£>£13.50/£9.50*</£>

Step into the world of 
giants with Great British 
Bake Off stars Dr Josh 
Smalley, 2023 finalist and 
science communicator, 
and Edinburgh’s own Peter 
Sawkins, 2020 winner. 
From towering dinosaurs to 
amazing modern-day giants, 
they explore the science 
behind baking inspired by 
colossal creatures - including 
a dinosaur cake created live 
on stage! With hands-on 
experiments and microscope 
images that reveal the secrets 
of these giants up close, they 
show how thinking big can be 
fun and full of surprises.
Presented by Josh Smalley and 

Peter Sawkins

One Day. One Play. 
One Prompt.

<D> ACTIVITY</D> | <Y> AGES 11Ȋ18</Y>

<V> NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND</V>

<S> AUDITORIUM</S>

<T>THU 9 APR | 10AM | 5 HOURS 30 MINS</T> 
<£>£26.50*</£>  <£></£>

Are you a musician, 
actor, dancer, comedian, 
magician, or any kind of 
creative performer? Join 
our AI-powered day-long 
workshop and help create 
a brand-new show from 
concept to curtain call in 
just one day! Collaborate 
with fellow creatives and 
AI tools to build an original 
performance, and by 
3.30pm, you’ll be taking the 
stage in the Auditorium of 
the National Museum for a 
live public show! Experience 
how human creativity and 
AI innovation can come 
together to craft something 
truly one of a kind, all in just 
six hours. Not a performer? 
We're also welcoming people 
interested in hosting, stage 
management, production 
and backstage roles to be a 
part of bringing the show to 
life behind the scenes. 
Ticket includes lunch.
Presented by APRIL AI Hub and 

The University of Edinburgh
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<p>The University of Edinburgh works to connect 
science and society to make the world a better 
place. Their programme of workshops, discussions 
and exhibitions throughout the Festival showcase 
the cutting-edge research taking place in the city.

Children can enjoy hands-on workshops at the 
National Museum of Scotland [p.13–16] and meet 
real life scientists at Dynamic Earth [p.23]. 

Adults can enjoy a range of discussions at the Bayes 
Centre [p30–45], from identifying what's real with 
AI in Truth, Trust and Trickery in the AI Age [p.43] 
to the joy our animals bring us in Why We Love Our 
Pets [p.32]. Don’t miss the Tam Dalyell Prize Lecture 
[p.44], the yearly prize awarded by the University 
of Edinburgh for Excellence in Engaging the Public 
with Science.

Explore the intersection of art and science with their 
exhibitions that provide new ways to understand 
MRIs, data and chemistry [p.51–55].

<ES>300 Years of Edinburgh Medical School</ES>

2026 marks the 300 year anniversary of the 
Edinburgh Medical School, leading Edinburgh's 
role in shaping public health and modern medicine. 
See the stories of some of the people who shaped 
the School's past and present with the Faces of 
Edinburgh Medical School outdoor exhibition 
[p.51], and hear about the research behind kidney 
transplants in Transplantation Through Time [p.41].

THE UNIVERSITY
OF EDINBURGH
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Wild Discovery Day
<D> ACTIVITY</D> | <Y> ALL AGES</Y>

<V> EDINBURGH ZOO</V>

<T>SAT 11 APR | 11 lȊ3PM |Ǣ<®s«ȉXm</T>

<£>FREE WITH ZOO ADMISSION, 
BOOKED SEPARATELY </£>

Join us for themed talks, 
games and crafts to celebrate 
the Royal Zoological 
Society of Scotland’s global 
conservation work. April is a 
busy month with dedicated 
global celebrations for pygmy 
hippos, flamingos, Pallas's cats, 
penguins, and more! 

Visit the Discovery rangers at 
our pop-up hub on Penguin 
lawn and learn more about the 
animals in our care with fun 
and exciting activities. Here 
you can chat to our rangers and 
volunteers to learn more about 
your favourite animals from 
across the world!  
Presented by the Royal Zoological 

Society of Scotland
Ed
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Creature 
Connections

<D>SHOW</D> | <Y> ALL AGES</Y>

<V> EDINBURGH ZOO</V>

<T>TUE 7, THU 9, TUE 14 & THU 16 APR  
11.45AM | 30 MINS</T>

<£>£6.50* + EDINBURGH ZOO 
ADMISSION, BOOKED SEPARATELY </£>

Join our expert animal 
experiences team for an 
exclusive engaging and fun 
animal antics show. This 
captivating display allows our 
animals to showcase natural 
behaviours and instincts that 
make them truly remarkable. 

Encounter some of our extra 
special residents, including 
playful pygmy goats, enjoy the 
thrill of birds soaring overhead, 
and have the chance to join in 
the action yourself!   
Presented by the Royal Zoological 

Society of Scotland

Around the World 
Evening Tour

<D>TOUR </D> | <Y> ALL AGES</Y>

<V> EDINBURGH ZOO</V>

<S> ACCESS VIA MEMBERS GATE 
EDINBURGH ZOO CAR PARK </S>

<T>FRI 17 APR | 6PM | 1 HOUR 30 MINS</T>

<£>£11.50*</£>

Join us for an exclusive guided 
tour of the zoo after closing 
led by one of our Discovery 
and Learning rangers. Enjoy 
an early evening tour as you 
learn amazing stories about 
the ambassador animals 
living here at Edinburgh Zoo, 
the care they receive, and the 
conservation work carried out 
by the Royal Zoological Society 
of Scotland.    
 
From the rainforests of South 
America to the Highlands of 
Scotland there are so many 
unique species found across 
the globe. Many of these iconic 
animals are at risk of extinction 
and need our support now 
more than ever. Come along 
for a continent hopping 
extravaganza and find out how 
you can help!  
Presented by the Royal Zoological 

Society of Scotland
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Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh is a world renowned 
centre for plant science and education, with a vision to 
build a better future for plants, people, and the planet. 

Visit the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh for interactive 
family activities and exhibitions for all ages. 

OPEN 10 lȊ5PM 
JOHN HOPE GATEWAY, WEST GATE, 

ARBORETUM PLACE, EH3 5NZ 

EAST GATE, INVERLEITH ROW, EH3 5LP

       

Don't miss the Herbology and Earth Matters  
exhibitions [p.51–52] running throughout the Festival.

Easter Trail
<D> ACTIVITY</D> | <Y> AGES 3+</Y>

<V> ROYAL BOTANIC GARDEN EDINBURGH</V>

<S> JOHN HOPE GATEWAY</S>

<T>FRI 3ǢȊǢ²»mǢ12 APR | 10 lȊ4PM </T>

<T><®s«ȉXm</T> | <£>£3</£>

This Easter explore our vibrant 
Edinburgh Garden as it bursts 
into life! Discover the beauty 
of our flowering plants in a fun 
and interactive way. Follow the 
map and complete the activity 
booklet to earn your edible 
sweet surprise.
Presented by Royal Botanic 

Garden Edinburgh

Sc
ie

nc
e 

fo
r F

am
ili

es

ROYAL BOTANICGARDEN EDINBURGH
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You can find a complete listing of all our adult events, 
including our science nights out, on [p.59]. 

<ES>Big Ideas, Small Prices</ES>

<ES>Early Bird Tickets</ES>

Save £4 per ticket on our talk and discussion events 
at the National Museum of Scotland and The Bayes 
Centre if booked before Sunday 1 March. Call the Box 
Office or book online using the code EARLYBIRD26.

<ES>Talks for Teens<ES></b></ES>

Aged 12–18? Enjoy the wonders of STEM for less 
with £5 tickets available for all talk and discussion 
events at the National Museum of Scotland and The 
Bayes Centre. 
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Thu 2 April
<E>Opening Gala:</E>

<E>First Women 
of Science</E>

<D>DISCUSSION</D> | <Y> AGES 12+</Y></Y>

<V>CENTRAL HALL </V>

<T>THU 2 APR | 7PM | 1 HOUR 30 MINS</T>

<£>£27.50/£24.50*</£>

 <A> AI CAPTIONED</A>

Scotland's past is filled with 
amazing women who changed 
the scientific path of history 
forever. However, they were rarely 
recognised in their time. Missing 
from the pages of their own 
research, denied the roles that 
were rightfully theirs and their ideas 
claimed by others.

Now Scotland feels like it is 
thriving, women have stepped 
into the role of First Minister, 
Astronomer Royal for Scotland, and 
President of the Royal College of 
Surgeons of Edinburgh. How proud 
the Edinburgh Seven, the first 
women to try and study medicine 
in Edinburgh, would be of the 
progress that has been made. 

But has that progress been 
enough? Hear from those who have 
been 'the first women' in Scotland 
as they discuss what it truly means 
to be the heard voices in a history 
of hidden voices. Has society really 
changed that much?

Hosted by former First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon in conversation 
with a panel including Astronomer 
Royal for Scotland Prof Catherine 
Heymans and author of The 
Edinburgh Seven Janey Jones.

<W>Presented by Edinburgh Science </W>

BIG IDEAS������������������
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Sat 4 April
<E>Exclusive Viewing: 
The Great 
Instauration </E>

<D>DISCUSSION</D> | <Y> AGES 18+</Y>

<V> NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND</V>

<S> AUDITORIUM</S>

<T>SAT 4 APR | 6PM | 2 HOURS</T>

<£>£21.50/£19.50*</£>

 <A> AI CAPTIONED</A>

For the 2026 Edinburgh 
Science Festival artist Dr Gayle 
Chong Kwan has created a 
new art installation, The Great 
Instauration , hosted in the 
Grand Gallery of the National 
Museum of Scotland. This 
installation explores science as 
a culturally embedded process 
shaped by social history, power 
and omission.

Join us for a unique evening 
celebrating the installation. 
Enjoy an after-hours viewing of 
The Great Instauration followed 
by a fascinating in-depth 
discussion of the process and 
background with the artist, 
alongside some of the experts 
who assisted with the research 
for the piece.

Ticket includes a welcome drink.
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Mon 6 April
<E> Arctic, Antarctic…</E>

<E>and a Dash of Mars</E>

<D>TALK </D> | <Y> AGES 12+</Y>

<V> NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND</V>

<S> AUDITORIUM</S>

<T>MON 6 APR | 6PM | 1 HOUR </T>

<£>£17.50/£13.50*</£>

 <A> AI CAPTIONED</A>

Join Dr Niamh Shaw, ESA 
Champion in Space Education 
and fellow of The Explorers 
Club on a warm and witty 
journey from the Arctic to 
Antarctica… with a playful dash 
of Mars. Shaw has completed 
two Mars analogue missions, 
taken part in field expeditions 
in Botswana and the high Utah 
desert, joined a leadership 
voyage to Antarctica with 100 
women obsessed with climate 
action, and most recently 
spent time on an international 
artist residency around the 
Arctic Circle.

In this uplifting, human talk, 
Shaw shares the moments 
behind her global adventures. 
Through stories of scientists 
and artists collaborating across 
borders, she shows how going 
global helps us reconnect with 
what truly matters.

<W>Presented by Dream Big Space & 

Science Communications </W>

ONLINE BOOKING: sciencefestival.co.uk  BOOKING HOTLINE: 0131 553 0320  
*Listed price includes a once per-order £1.50 transaction fee
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Why We Love Our Pets
<D>DISCUSSION</D> | <Y> AGES 12+</Y>

<V>THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH</V>

<S>BAYES CENTRE, BAYES THEOREM</S>

<T>MON 6 APR | 7PM | 1 HOUR </T>

<£>£13.50/£11.50*</£>

Why do we love our pets so much? Join 
psychology and human–animal interaction 
experts for an evening uncovering the science 
behind our love for pets. From evolutionary ties, 
to brain chemistry, to attachment and wellbeing, 
discover how pets make us happier, healthier, 
and more connected. Through surprising 
insights, stories, and interactive moments, you’ll 
walk away with a deeper understanding of the joy 
and health our furry friends bring.
Presented by The University of Edinburgh

Positive Tipping Points: How to 
Fix the Climate Crisis

<D>DISCUSSION</D> | <Y> AGES 12+</Y>

<V> NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND</V>

<S> AUDITORIUM</S>

<T>MON 6 APR | 8PM | 1 HOUR </T>

<£>£17.50/£13.50*</£>

 <A> AI CAPTIONED</A>

How do we get out of a climate crisis of our own 
making? From Prof Tim Lenton, the scientist 
who first identified climate tipping points, take 
an optimistic look at how we can all play a part 
in triggering positive tipping points to avoid 
the worst dangers to our future climate. Once a 
tipping point gains momentum it can become 
self-propelling – things like the climate justice 
movement and the rise of electric vehicles are 
great examples of positive tipping points which 
are gaining momentum and making a difference.
Presented by University of Exeter and Oxford 
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ONLINE BOOKING: sciencefestival.co.uk  BOOKING HOTLINE: 0131 553 0320  
*Listed price includes a once per-order £1.50 transaction fee

Tue 7 April
(AI) Life Begins at 50

<D> ACTIVITY</D> | <Y> AGES 50+</Y>

<V> NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND</V>

<S>LEARNING CENTRE LEVEL 4, SEMINAR ROOM</S>

<T>TUE 7 APR | 11AM | 2 HOURS</T>

<£>£7.50*</£>

Join our AI-focused workshop designed 
especially for adults aged 50 and over. Led by 
friendly AI academic researchers, this session 
introduces the latest technology in a clear, 
hands-on way. Enjoy fun games, interactive 
activities, and real conversations about how AI 
can support everyday life. Participants will also 
have access to mentorship, helping you become 
confident, informed, and empowered in the AI 
and digital world.
Presented by APRIL AI Hub and The University of Edinburgh

P.
23 	Hutton in Edinburgh 

2PM | DYNAMIC EARTH
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Health or Hype:
AI in Biomedicine

<D>DISCUSSION</D> | <Y> AGES 12+</Y>

<V>THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH</V>

<S>BAYES CENTRE, BAYES THEOREM</S>

<T>FRI 10 APR | 7PM | 1 HOUR 30 MINS</T>

<£>£13.50/£11.50*</£>

AI isn’t just writing text and 
generating images — it’s 
transforming how we treat 
diseases and understand 
the human body. In this 
interactive event, discover 
how researchers are using 
AI to detect tumours, make 
sense of rich health data, and 
reveal new insights into the 
biology of complex diseases. 
Join the conversation on how 
we can harness this powerful 
technology safely and for good.
Presented by The University 

of Edinburgh

Sat 11 April
Edinburgh 
Conservation Film 
Festival 2026

<D>FILM</D> | <Y> AGES 9+</Y>

<V> NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND</V>

<S> AUDITORIUM</S>

<T>SAT 11 APR | 2PM | 2 HOURS</T>

<£>£13.50/£11.50*</£>

The Edinburgh Conservation 
Film Festival is a celebration 
of conservation stories from 
around the world that will 
inspire, engage, and inform you 
about some of the many 
projects helping to protect the 
world's biodiversity, in Scotland 
and around the globe. Come 
and discover some of the 
many projects and people who 
are helping preserve global 
biodiversity. The films will be 
followed by a panel discussion 
about the role storytelling plays 
in inspiring environmental 
restoration and protection, and 
a prize-giving ceremony for the 
winning films.
Presented by Edinburgh Conservation 

Film Festival
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FameLab UK 26 – 
Scottish Finals

<D>TALK </D> | <Y> AGES 12+</Y>

<V> NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND</V>

<S> AUDITORIUM</S>

<T>FRI 10 APR | 7PM | 1 HOUR 30 MINS</T>

<£>£17.50/£13.50*</£>

Join us for the ultimate 
evening of quick-fire science 
as we host the Scottish 
Regional Finals of FameLab 
UK 2026. Scotland’s best new 
voices in science, technology 
and engineering will each have 
just three minutes to convey a 
scientific concept to you and 
our expert panel of judges, 
before a winner is chosen to 
represent Scotland at the final 
of FameLab UK. Packed with 
FameLab's 3 C's – Content, 
Clarity, and Charisma – this 
will be an unmissable night 
of fun, facts and fabulous 
entertainment. Get ready to 
make some noise!
Presented by Edinburgh Science and 

Cheltenham Festivals

ONLINE BOOKING: sciencefestival.co.uk  BOOKING HOTLINE: 0131 553 0320  
*Listed price includes a once per-order £1.50 transaction fee
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Mon 13 April
Edinburgh 
Medal Address: 
Mania, Genius, 
and Character

<D>TALK </D> | <Y> AGES 18+</Y>

<V>CITY CHAMBERS</V> | <S>COUNCIL CHAMBER </S>

<T>MON 13 APR | 6PM | 2 HOUR </T>

<£>£26.50/£21.50*</£>

 <A> AI CAPTIONED</A>

Each year The Edinburgh Medal is presented to those who 
have made a significant contribution to the wellbeing and 
understanding of humanity through the sciences. This year’s 
recipient is Kay Redfield Jamison PhD, world-renowned clinical 
psychologist recognised for reshaping global perspectives 
on mood disorders and their treatment, reducing stigma and 
expanding public understanding of mental illness.  

As Dalio Professor in Mood Disorders, Professor of Psychiatry at 
the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, and co–director 
of the Johns Hopkins Mood Disorders Center, Dr Jamison’s work 
blends rigorous science with human insight. Her contributions 
have helped to define bipolar disorder (formerly known as manic 
depression) as a distinct biologically driven illness and to influence 
the widespread use of lithium in its treatment. 

Dr Jamison is the co–author of the standard medical text on 
bipolar illness, recognised by American Association of Publishers 
as the most outstanding book in biomedical sciences. Her 
memoir, An Unquiet Mind: A Memoir of Moods and Madness – an 
exploration of her own experience of bipolar disorder – brought 
international acclaim for its honest and compassionate portrayal 
of the illness which, along with her works, has helped to shift public 
attitudes towards mental health. 

Her many distinguished honours include a University of St 
Andrews Honorary Doctor of Letters, election as a Corresponding 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, a MacArthur Fellowship, 
and major international awards in psychiatry and mental health. 

The Edinburgh Medal is awarded by a representative of the Lord 
Provost of the City of Edinburgh, with a Vote of Thanks from Prof 
Robert Crawford, University of St Andrews. 

The Lord Provost’s office and Edinburgh Science invite ticket 
holders to celebrate with the Medallist at a City Chambers drinks 
reception following the ceremony.
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Previous Recipients
2025 	Prof Johan Rockström

2024	 Mario Negri Institute for	

Pharmalogical Research

2023	 Prof Marion Nestle

2022 	Dr Gladys Kalema-Zikusoka

2021 	 Prof Heidi Larson

2020	Sunita Narain

2019	 Christiana Figueres

2018	 Prof Cordelia Fine

2017	 Prof Peter Piot

2016	 Kevin Govender & IAU

2015	 Mary Midgley

2014	 Prof Mary Abukutsa-Onyango

2013	 Prof Peter Higgs & CERN

2012	 Dr James Hansen

2011	 Prof Carl Djerassi

2010	 Sir Alex Jefferies

2009	Prof Jonathan Beckwith

2008	Prof Chris Rapley

2007	Dr Richard Horton

2006	Prof James Lovelock

2005	Prof Colin Blakemore

2004	Prof Steven Rose

2003	Prof Wang Sung

2002	Dr Lise Kingo

2001	 Sir John Sulston

2000	Prof Lynn Margulis

1999	 Prof Jocelyn Bell Burnell

1998	 Sir David Attenborough

1997	 Prof Amartya Sen

1996	 Prof Richard Levins

1995	 Sir John Crofton

1994	 Prof Manuel Pattarroya

1993	 Prof Wangari Maathai

1992	 Prof Heinz Wolff

1991	 Prof Jane Goodall

1990	 Prof Stephen J Gould

1989	 Prof Abdus Salam

ONLINE BOOKING: sciencefestival.co.uk  BOOKING HOTLINE: 0131 553 0320  
*Listed price includes a once per-order £1.50 transaction fee
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Modern Medicine: Menopause
<D>DISCUSSION</D> | <Y> AGES 16+</Y>

<V> ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF EDINBURGH</V>

<T>WED 15 APR | 6PM | 1 HOUR </T> | <£>£6.50*</£>

Join GPs, podcasters, authors and researchers Dr Claire 
Phipps and Dr Sarah Glynne as they explore their menopause 
specialism. Dr Phipps and Dr Glynne will expose some 
menopause myths and uncover what the menopause is, what it 
feels like, and what therapies are out there. Have your questions 
answered by these menopause experts.
Presented by Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh

Nature’s Architecture
<D> ACTIVITY</D> | <Y> AGES 12+</Y>

<V>THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH</V> | <S> JOSEPH BLACK BUILDING, KINGS BUILDINGS</S>

<T>WED 15 APR | 6PM | 2 HOURS</T>

<£>£13.50/£11.50*</£>

Explore the microscopic world in the chemistry research 
laboratories at The University of Edinburgh. You’ll discover how 
the microstructure of shells and bones determines their strength 
and resilience, and where animals can survive and what they can 
do. Try your hand at using an electron microscope to see these 
fascinating structures for yourself, and meet the researchers 
working to understand how organisms control the creation of 
these intricate crystals.
Presented by The University of Edinburgh

Truth, Trust, and Trickery in the AI Age
<D> ACTIVITY</D> | <Y> AGES 12+</Y>

<V>THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH</V> | <S>BAYES CENTRE, BAYES THEOREM</S>

<T>WED 15 APR | 6.30PM | 2 HOURS</T>

<£>£6.50*</£>

Can you seek out what’s true in today’s tsunami of AI slop? 
Generative AI is prompting an information crisis as fakes and 
fiction flood social media and chatbot hallucinations pollute 
our news streams. We’ll help you navigate this new frontier 
of video, image and language generation. In our interactive 
workshop you’ll learn from the BBC Blue Room about the latest 
tools and techniques and tackle dilemmas as a journalist in our 
pop-up newsroom.
Presented by BRAID, BBC R&D, and The University of Edinburgh

Representation remains vitally 
important in the world of science, 
technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM), and the 
Edinburgh Science Festival 
are proud to champion the 
achievements of women in science 
and science communication. 

We are delighted that over 60% 
of the artists and speakers taking 
part in this year's Festival identify 
as women.

We strive to promote, encourage 
and inspire the next generation 
of women in STEM by showcasing 
amazing women in a series of 
panel events and discussions. 
Here are just some highlights from 
the programme:

P.
30

 Opening Gala:  
First Women of Science 
THU 2 APR | 7PM  
CENTRAL HALL

P.
37

 Bad Influence –  
How the Internet Hijacked 
Our Health 
SAT 11 APR | 8PM  
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND

P.
38

 An Evening with Astronaut 
Helen Sharman 
SUN 12 APR | 7PM  
USHER HALL

P.
41

 Dissected from History 
TUE 14 APR | 7PM  
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND

P.
42

 Jane Goodall:  
A Life of Impact 
WED 15 APR | 6PM  
MCEWAN HALL
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Sat 18 April
Doing Science on the Roof of 
the World

<D>DISCUSSION</D> | <Y> AGES 12+</Y>

<V> NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND</V> | <S> AUDITORIUM</S>

<T>SAT 18 APR | 6PM | 1 HOUR </T>

<£>£17.50/£13.50*</£>

 <A> AI CAPTIONED</A>

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) threatens 
global health when bacteria stop responding 
to antibiotics. In remote Himalayan regions 
of Nepal, yaks are vital for local livelihoods, 
yet crossbreeding with cattle – where 
antibiotics use is common – may help spread 
resistant germs. Join an international team 
from the Research Institute for Bioscience 
and Biotechnology in Nepal and The 
University of Edinburgh to explore this urgent 
issue, its implications for yak milk safety, 
and the challenges of conducting science in 
the Sagarmatha (Mt. Everest) National Park. 
The researchers from Research Institute for 
Bioscience and Biotechnology will be joining 
live from Nepal by video link.
Presented by Edinburgh Science

Bloody Powerful: 
The Taboo-busting Guide 
to Periods,Menopause and 
EverythingIn-between

<D>DISCUSSION</D> | <Y> AGES 16+</Y>

<V> NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND</V> | <S> AUDITORIUM</S>

<T>SAT 18 APR | 8PM | 1 HOUR </T>

<£>£17.50/£13.50*</£>

 <A> AI CAPTIONED</A>

Dr Brooke Vandermolen has taken the internet 
by storm as ‘The OBGYN Mum’, smashing down 
taboos and debunking myths about overlooked 
and misunderstood areas of women’s health and 
medicine. Join Vandermolen for a very special 
event in which they navigate the biggest myths, 
misinformation, and medical jargon about female 
health, and show how the internet is making it 
harder than ever to find accurate information 
you can trust. The event is open to all genders 
including boyfriends, husbands and partners as 
the discussion aims to demystify female health 
issues for a broad audience!
Presented by Cambridge University Press
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<E>Planetarium Lates: Prehistoric Pictures</E>

<D>FILM</D> | <Y> AGES 18+</Y>

<V> DYNAMIC EARTH</V> | <S>PLANETARIUM</S>

<T>THU 9Ȋ²»mǢ12 APR | 8PM</T> | <£>£16.50/£14.50*</£>

Settle in for a movie night like no other, underneath Edinburgh's night sky! Enjoy classic films 
inspired by the creatures that roamed the Earth over 65 million years ago.

<W>Presented by Dynamic Earth </W>

<ES> Jurassic Park</ES>

<T>THU 9 APR </T>

Join Alan Grant and 
Ellie Sattler on this 
classic adventure 
as they come 
face-to-face with the 
prehistoric creatures 
of Jurassic Park .
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JURASSIC
PARK

THE LOST WORLD

JURASSIC
PARK

JURASSIC
WORLD

GODZILLA

<ES>The Lost World: 
Jurassic Park</ES>

<T>FRI 10 APR </T>

In this high-energy 
sequel to the original 
film, our unwilling 
heroes take on 
a new island of 
Jurassic giants.

<ES> Jurassic World</ES>

<T>SAT 11 APR </T>

Join a new group 
of humans as they 
face the threat of 
genetically engineered 
dinosaurs in this 
new imagining of a 
Jurassic theme park.

<ES>Godzilla (2014)</ES>

<T>SUN 12 APR </T> 
Humanity faces the 
awakening of ancient 
monsters, leading 
to an epic battle for 
survival against the 
colossal Godzilla.

<E>Stargazing Late & Live</E>

<D>SHOW</D> | <Y> AGES 18+</Y>

<V> DYNAMIC EARTH</V> | <S>PLANETARIUM</S>

<T>SAT 18 & SUN 19 APR | 8PM | 45 MINS</T> | <£>£16.50/£14.50*</£>

Immerse yourself amongst the stars as our resident astronomers guide you across the cosmos, 
delving into their favourite sights to see along the way. Gaze up at Edinburgh's night sky, visit distant 
worlds and view space through the lenses of state-of-the-art telescopes. Don't miss out-of-this-world 
insights and stunning imagery in Edinburgh's only Planetarium. 

<W>Presented by Dynamic Earth </W>
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Between Glass and 
Magnetic Fields

<D>DISCUSSION</D> | <Y> AGES 12+</Y>

<V>THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH</V> | <S> INSPACE, CRICHTON STREET</S>

<T>THU 16 APR | 4PM | 2 HOURS</T>

<£>FREE </£>

Between Glass and Magnetic Fields is an 
interactive talk, accompanying an art installation 
by Gregory Alliss, emerging from his time as 
Creator in Residence for STEAM Imaging VI: 
Resonant Connections through Design and Data, 
at the Fraunhofer MEVIS Institute for Digital 
Medicine. This project combines design thinking 
with medical data science through glass art 
and immersive installations. Come along and 
meet the artist and scientists, to experience 
hands-on creative playful representation of 
complex Magnetic Resonance Imaging software 
technologies, through remote live imaging at the 
MR lab in Germany.
Presented by The University of Edinburgh

Artist Tour: Dr Gayle Chong Kwan
<D>TOUR </D> | <Y> AGES 18+</Y>

<V> NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND</V> | <S>GRAND GALLERY</S>

<D>FRI 17 APR </D> | <T> 2PM | 1 HOUR </T>

<£>£17.50/£13.50*</£>

Join Dr Gayle Chong Kwan for a guided tour 
of her artwork, The Great Instauration , as she 
speaks through the artistic, material, and research 
processes that underpin the commission.

Dr Chong Kwan's practice brings together social 
history, ecology, and speculative research, often 
working with archives, foraged materials, and 
collaborative methods to explore the intersections 
of science, culture, and lived experience. During 
the tour, Dr Chong Kwan will reflect on how 
research informs her making, tracing the journey 
from investigation to experimentation and 
final form.

This tour provides insight into how contemporary 
art can operate as a site for inquiry, bridging 
scientific thinking and creative practice, 
and opening up new ways of understanding 
our relationships to place, environment, and 
knowledge production.
Presented by Edinburgh Art Festival

ONLINE BOOKING: sciencefestival.co.uk  BOOKING HOTLINE: 0131 553 0320  
*Listed price includes a once per-order £1.50 transaction fee
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EDINBURGH SCIENCE FESTIVAL AT A GLANCE

DATE TIME EVENT TYPE THEME PAGE

THU 2 APR 7PM OPENING GALA: FIRST WOMEN OF SCIENCE DISCUSSION SOCIETY & CULTURE 30
SAT 4 APR 6PM EXCLUSIVE VIEWING: THE GREAT INSTAURATION DISCUSSION ARTS & DESIGN 31

MON 6 APR
6PM ARCTIC, ANTARCTIC…  AND A DASH OF MARS TALK ENVIRONMENT & NATURE 31
7PM WHY WE LOVE OUR PETS DISCUSSION ENVIRONMENT & NATURE 32
8PM POSITIVE TIPPING POINTS: HOW TO FIX THE CLIMATE CRISIS DISCUSSION CLIMATE & SUSTAINABILITY 32

TUE 7 APR

11AM (AI) LIFE BEGINS AT 50 ACTIVITY TECH & INNOVATION 32
2PM HUTTON IN EDINBURGH [ALSO WED 8–THU 9 APR] TOUR ENVIRONMENT & NATURE 23
6PM THE FUTURE OF WATER: WORKING IN-TUNE WITH NATURE TALK CLIMATE & SUSTAINABILITY 33
7PM STITCH AND FLY ACTIVITY ENVIRONMENT & NATURE 33

WED 8 APR
10AM–5PM TACKLING FOOD SECURITY: ONE POTATO AT A TIME ACTIVITY ENVIRONMENT & NATURE 33

6PM BAKE IT GLOBAL: THE SCIENCE OF SCOTLAND'S FOOD & DRINK SHOW SOCIETY & CULTURE 33
7PM YOUR LANGUAGE-LEARNING SUPERPOWER ACTIVITY SOCIETY & CULTURE 34

THU 9 APR

6PM & 7PM PLANETARIUM LATES: PINK FLOYD'S THE DARK SIDE OF THE MOON  
[ALSO FRI 10–SUN 12 & SAT 18–SUN 19 APR] FILM ARTS & DESIGN 48

7PM DRIFT SHOW CLIMATE & SUSTAINABILITY 34
7PM THE FUTURE OF LIVESTOCK FARMING DISCUSSION ENVIRONMENT & NATURE 35
8PM PLANETARIUM LATES: JURASSIC PARK FILM ARTS & DESIGN 49

FRI 10 APR

2PM A CRACK IN EVERYTHING TALK PHYSICS & MATHS 35
5.30PM ROCKS UNCOVERED: A GEOLOGICAL WALK WITH VOJTA HYBL TOUR ENVIRONMENT & NATURE 35

6PM WILDLIFE ON THE ROCKS DISCUSSION ENVIRONMENT & NATURE 48
7PM FAMELAB UK26 – SCOTTISH FINALS TALK SOCIETY & CULTURE 36
7PM HEALTH OR HYPE: AI IN BIOMEDICINE DISCUSSION MIND & BODY 36
7PM PLANETARIUM LATES: THE LOST WORLD: JURASSIC PARK FILM ARTS & DESIGN 49

SAT 11 APR

2PM EDINBURGH CONSERVATION FILM FESTIVAL FILM ENVIRONMENT & NATURE 36
6PM SPACE JOURNAL: THE ART AND SCIENCE OF COSMIC EXPLORATION TALK SPACE 37
8PM BAD INFLUENCE: HOW THE INTERNET HIJACKED OUR HEALTH TALK MIND & BODY 37
8PM PLANETARIUM LATES: JURASSIC WORLD FILM ARTS & DESIGN 49

SUN 12 APR

11AM SCIENCE FESTIVAL CHURCH SERVICE TALK SOCIETY & CULTURE 37
3PM HAMZA YASSIN'S ADVENTURES IN NATURE DISCUSSION ENVIRONMENT & NATURE 38
7PM AN EVENING WITH ASTRONAUT HELEN SHARMAN DISCUSSION SPACE 38
8PM PLANETARIUM LATES: GODZILLA (2014) FILM ARTS & DESIGN 49

MON 13 APR
6PM EDINBURGH MEDAL ADDRESS: MANIA, GENIUS AND CHARACTER TALK MIND & BODY 39
6PM ARE WE ALONE? WHAT FAITH SAYS ABOUT EXTRATERRESTRIALS TALK SOCIETY & CULTURE 40
7PM LICENCE TO STRESS DISCUSSION MIND & BODY 40

TUE 14 APR
6PM SINK OR SWIM: HOW THE WORLD NEEDS TO ADAPT TO A CHANGING CLIMATE DISCUSSION CLIMATE & SUSTAINABILITY 40
7PM TRANSPLANTATION THROUGH TIME DISCUSSION MIND & BODY 41
8PM DISSECTED FROM HISTORY DISCUSSION MIND & BODY 41

WED 17 APR

6PM JANE GOODALL: A LIFE OF IMPACT DISCUSSION ENVIRONMENT & NATURE 42
6PM MODERN MEDICINE: MENOPAUSE DISCUSSION MIND & BODY 43
6PM NATURE'S ARCHITECTURE ACTIVITY CHEMISTRY 43

6.30PM TRUTH, TRUST AND TRICKERY IN THE AI AGE ACTIVITY TECH & INNOVATION 43

THU 16 APR

4PM BETWEEN GLASS AND MAGNETIC FIELDS DISCUSSION ARTS & DESIGN 55
6PM TAM DALYELL PRIZE LECTURE TALK SOCIETY & CULTURE 44
6PM PALAEOSCOT: NEW APPROACHES TO SCOTLAND'S OLDEST ARCHAEOLOGY DISCUSSION ENVIRONMENT & NATURE 44
7PM SPHAEROSYMPHONY: THE MUSIC OF THE AIR EXPERIENCE ARTS & DESIGN 54

FRI 17 APR

6PM AROUND THE WORLD EVENING TOUR TOUR ENVIRONMENT & NATURE 19
6PM AI: THE FINAL FRONTIER TALK TECH & INNOVATION 45
7PM INTERACTING (WITH) GALAXIES DISCUSSION SPACE 45
8PM THE SCIENCE OF ORIGIN DISCUSSION SOCIETY & CULTURE 45

SAT 18 APR

6PM DOING SCIENCE ON THE ROOF OF THE WORLD DISCUSSION ENVIRONMENT & NATURE 46

8PM BLOODY POWERFUL: THE TABOO-BUSTING GUIDE TO PERIODS, MENOPAUSE AND 
EVERYTHING IN-BETWEEN DISCUSSION MIND & BODY 46

8PM STARGAZING LATE & LIVE [ALSO SUN 19 APR] SHOW SPACE 49
58

Major Schools Funding Partners

Principal Schools Funding Partners

Thanks to our 2026 Schools Programme Supporters

 Schools Funding Partners

John Kirkhope Young Endowment Fund | The Margot and Andrew Tennant 1996 Charitable Trust 

The Murgitroyd Foundation | The Nairn Family Trust | New Park Educational Trust 

Norah Webber Charitable Trust | The PF Charitable Trust | Souter Charitable Trust

 St Katharine's Fund | Tillyloss Trust | The Tay Charitable Trust | William S Phillips Fund

The following funds administered by Foundation Scotland 

 The ABH Funds (Halkirk and District) | Binn Wind Turbine Community Benefit Fund 

Carrick Futures | Denny and District Community Fund 

 Drone Hill Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund 

 Nadara Auchrobert Wind Farm Community Fund

Our Catalysts and those who prefer to remain anonymous  
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