Theodolite

1806

Used for precise measure-
ment of horizontal and verti-
cal angles, traditionally in land
surveying.

Transit theodolite by Edward
Troughton, London, bearing
an inscription in Latin indi-
cating that it was presented
to John Playfair, Professor of
Physics, Edinburgh, by the pu-
pils of the higher mathematics
class in 1806.
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Telescope

c. 1730

A versatile instrument which
uses lenses to allow users to
view distant objects.
Reflecting telescope with
brass barrel with blackened
shagreen cover, in a fitted
rosewood

box, by Edward Scarlett, Lon-
don, c. 1730.

Microscope

c. 1745

Used to look at very small ob-
jects that would otherwise not
be visible with the naked eye.
Microscope of brass, fixed
pillar,

in wooden box, by John Cuff,
London, England, c. 1745.
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How much better do you What would you put
under a microscope?

What do you think these
think today’s telescopes are?

are used for today?



